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Richfield Baseball Integrated Safety 

A collaboration of RYBSA and the Washington / Ozaukee Public Health Department 

 

 

 

WASHINGTON / OZAUKEE PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT GUIDELINES 

 

• Low contact sports for Spring and Summer 2020 are permitted and if there is the 

ability to disinfect equipment between use.  Low contact sports include baseball, 

volleyball, tennis, golf, swim… 

• Cancel tournaments for Spring and Summer 2020 

• Practice physical distancing.  In spaces where physical distancing is difficult, staff 

and participants should wear cloth face masks as safety permits. 

• Clean and disinfect often per CDC guidelines. 

• Limit the sharing of equipment. 

• Considerations should be made for staff, youth and caregivers with underlying 

health conditions as some are at a higher-risk. 

• Considerations should be made for young children as physical distancing may pose 

a challenge. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

RETURN TO PLAY: 

 

Below is a description of Guidelines that have been written in collaboration by RYBSA and 

Washington / Ozaukee Health Department.  Please see page 4 and 5 for the RYBSA Covid-

19 Guidelines and The Responsible Spectator Plan. 

 

 

Social Distancing:  It is highly recommended that all bleachers be removed, but not mandated.  

Spectators are encouraged to bring their own chair for viewing the games.  Only players, 

coaches, and umpires are allowed on the field of play (maintaining social distancing).  

Parents/Guardians are encouraged to limit the amount of family members attending.  Social 

distancing guidelines would apply. 
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Proposed Spectator Options: 

 

1. Parents/Guardians are highly encouraged to limit the amount of family members 

attending.  Social distancing guidelines would apply (for example, must be 6 feet from 

the next group/spectator/family). 

2. Only immediate family/households of players will be allowed to spectate the game (for 

example, must be 6 feet from the next group/spectator/family). 

 

Dugout (Team Personnel):  The dugout will be extended behind the dugout to the backstop for 

both teams.  This is to allow rostered players and coaches to practice social distancing 

throughout the game while their team is up to bat.  Hand and equipment sanitizing between 

innings is highly recommended. 

 

No more than 3 individuals are permitted in the dugout at any given time.  These individuals 

(players, coaches or any combination) must maintain all social distancing guidelines throughout 

the game.  All other team personnel must practice social distancing in the extended area of the 

dugout, as referenced above.  It is recommended that players line-up in their batting order behind 

the dugout/backstop with a social distance of 6 feet.  Coaches should consider providing and 

placing visual markers on the ground for players. 

 

Assistant coaches should be provided with a designated standing area (6 feet from players) when 

coaching the bases. 

 

Game Protocol:  At the pregame meeting and throughout the game, coaches and umpires will 

not be allowed to shake hands or have any physical contact with each other.  All parties must 

maintain social distancing guidelines.  No physical contact or touching is permitted. 

 

Players and coaches are asked to refrain from high fives or any other physical gestures of 

celebration.  All team personnel must always maintain social distancing guidelines. 

 

At the conclusion of the game, players will be asked to forego the sportsmanship line at the end 

of the game.  Instead we are asking each team to line up on their respective foul line and “tip 

their cap” as a salute to the other team to promote sportsmanship. 

 

Equipment:  It is highly recommended that team personnel carry hand sanitizer and disinfectant 

wipes with you to be used before, during and after the game.  Whenever appropriate, such as 

if/when you come into contact with any other player(s), coaches, or shared equipment.  It is 

highly recommended that you only use 2 catchers per game. 
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Refrain from sharing equipment in general.  This includes but is not limited to bats, helmets and 

catcher’s equipment.  If a helmet and catcher’s equipment must be shared the coaches need to  

disinfect the equipment with spray/wipes after every use and again at the end of the game.  It is 

recommended that coaches will sanitize (spray) the balls in between innings.   

 

Face masks are recommended, but not mandated for everyone as long as the CDC, state or local 

government recommends them.  This includes spectators, players, coaches and umpires. 

 

Umpires:  Umpires will be asked to manage the game from behind the pitcher’s mound, while 

practicing social distancing with all fielders.  This will limit the number of people around home 

plate and will still allow the umpire to call the game and see the whole field. 

 

Umpires should limit their exposure to the baseballs/softballs and should remind players to 

retrieve extra baseballs/softballs from their designated coach. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Andy Kaul 
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RYBSA Covid-19 Guidelines 

 
Richfield Youth Baseball and Softball Association (RYBSA), in keeping with our mission, will provide a 

safe and healthy environment for all of our members.  The following guidelines will be used to 

accomplish this goal. 

 

1. Any player, coach, volunteer or umpire who is ill should stay at home and not participate.  Notify 

your coach or appropriate Board Member if you will be absent. 

2. All participants and spectators are recommended to wear masks, but not mandated, especially 

senior citizens and those with immune systems or conditions that make them susceptible to 

infectious disease. 

3. Hand sanitizing supplies will be provided to each team and coach.  Coaches are encouraged to 

have each player sanitize before entering the dugout and at the change of innings. 

4. Social distancing will be encouraged. This includes: 

a. Eliminating unnecessary touching during games/practices (high fives, fist bumps, 

handshakes, sharing personal items, eating/using seeds, etc.) 

b. Only the up to bat, on deck and in-the-hole batter will be in the dugout.  All other players 

with helmets on will be seated or standing outside the dugout maintaining social 

distancing. 

c. Spectators are expected to practice social distancing on their own.  At this time, they will 

be encouraged to not sit on the bleachers and will be asked to utilize the outfield space. 

5. Players are encouraged to use their own personal equipment and avoid sharing. 

a. Helmet 

b. Bat 

c. Catchers Gear (If planning to play catcher frequently) 

6. RYBSA will provide catchers gear for each team.  Team catcher gear must be wiped down with 

disinfecting wipes between players, before and after each game/practice. 

7. When using shared helmets hats are mandatory to wear underneath.  The helmets should be wiped 

down after each player use and before and after each game/practice. 

8. Catchers will not be used for T-ball or Rookies Machine Pitch Baseball.  Coaches should do their 

best to limit the number of catchers used in each game to two. 

9. All shared equipment must be sprayed down after the games.  This includes scoreboard 

controllers and shard equipment inside of the team bags. 

10. Home plate umpires will be positioned behind the pitcher’s mound until further notice to avoid 

too many bodies in close proximity to one another.  

11. Players, coaches and umpires are not allowed to chew gum, chew/spit seeds or other similar items 

while player games or practicing.  Coaches will need to remove any items found and send them 

home with the parents. 

 

 

Updated 5/15/2020 
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RYBSA Responsible Spectator Plan 

 
Richfield Youth Baseball and Softball Association (RYBSA), in keeping with our mission, will 

provide a safe and healthy environment for all of our members.  The following guidelines will be 

used to accomplish this goal. 

 

1. All families are encouraged to limit the number of family members and friends they bring 

to games.  Best practice is to keep it to immediate family members (household). 

2. Anyone sick or showing symptoms of being sick should stay at home. 

3. Family members with weakened or compromised immune systems should stay home to 

avoid any unnecessary risks.  Senior citizens are also encouraged to remain home to be 

safe. 

4. All participants and spectators are encouraged to wear masks, but not mandated. 

5. Bleachers are reserved for players at this time.  Spectators are encouraged to practice 

social distancing from the players and dugouts. 

6. Families should sit together, but maintain social distancing from other families.  Seating 

can happen in the outfield areas.  Lawn chairs are highly encouraged. 

7. Parents are encouraged to supply their player(s) with wipes or sanitizer in their 

equipment bags for use before, during or after games/practices as necessary. 

8. Players are encouraged to use their own personal equipment and avoid sharing.  If 

families can afford helmets, bats, and catchers gear (only for those that intend to catch 

often) they should invest in this for the player(s).  RYBSA will be loaning helmets and 

catchers gear out to those that do not have their own. 

9. Spectators will not be allowed to chew/spit seeds or other similar items while at Heritage 

Park or other community fields.  Parents are encouraged to leave those items at home. 
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